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war. Did he not write that violence is better than cowar-
dice, although it is true that non-violence is the best
solution (we recognize here the stock formulas of Sanskrit
maxims)?
Such compromises he felt to be temporary infringements
which violated no principles. On the other hand, he was
known to stop a strike and reject the fruits of promised
victory rather than incur the risk of bloodshed.
How far are these principles woven into the pattern of
India's past? This is what we should like to show in few
words. We are not called upon to explain everything.
The work of Gandhi owes something to chance; on several
occasions he was near to being overwhelmed by events, and
the cruel, absurd death which he met at the age of 79 might
have been his lot long before. He could not have succeeded
but for the two wars and the upheaval, they caused: it is
because the time is ripe that it is easy to achieve one day
what the day before was a Utopia.
But above all Gandhi successfully reflected the latent
aspirations of a people. It is not in Moslem or pre-Moslem
history that we must look first for his exemplars. Ancient
India did not lack enlightened princes or great spiritual
leaders, beginning with the extraordinary figure of the
Buddha. But the former (almost without exception) laid
no claim to act in the name of a moral order: when they
withdrew from the world, at least according to tradition,
they did so for their personal salvation, they entered the
path of 'deliverance'. And the latter, though men of action
in their way, like Sankara or Ramanuja, who directed
religious propaganda, never pretended to play a political'
role. The Buddha resolutely set himself above temporal
values, accepting the Brahminic society of his day and
keeping to the forms of the Hindu dharma. There is
only one exception: the Emperor Asoka in the third
century before our era. He became the master of almost
the whole of India after a series of bloody wars and con-
quests, then suddenly abandoned this policy and ^naugu-
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